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generations because with water comes 
growth and California will grow. 
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HONORING TYRELL CAMERON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Tyrell Cam-
eron, a young man from northeast Lou-
isiana whose life was cut tragically 
short in an accident on the football 
field last Friday night. 

Tyrell was a bright student at Frank-
lin Parish High School with a prom-
ising future, surrounded by a sup-
portive and loving community. 

I live about 20 miles from the high 
school. I consider Winnsboro an exten-
sion of my home. I know their people 
well. I know that this is a strong com-
munity that supports each other, helps 
each other, and loves each other. 

As Tyrell’s family and friends come 
to grips with this tragedy, we will 
mourn; we will grieve, and then we will 
start the healing process. 

While we pray for Tyrell, his family, 
his teammates, and Franklin Parish, I 
also ask that you keep the Sterlington 
community in your prayers. They were 
on the other sideline during the game, 
and I know this has been a difficult ex-
perience for them as well. 

Louisiana is a special place. We love 
our high school football. Our young 
men play with heart for their schools 
every Friday night. As competitive as 
it can get, we know what is most im-
portant. I have been so impressed with 
the outpouring of support for Tyrell 
and Franklin Parish that has come 
from high schools throughout the en-
tire State of Louisiana. 

Many local teams will wear Tyrell’s 
number, number 48, on their helmets 
for the remainder of the season. That 
says a lot to me about the strong char-
acter of our young men back home. 

Others like me are wearing blue 
today, his team color, to honor Tyrell, 
just as his teammates are doing this 
week also. 

My thoughts and prayers are both 
with Franklin Parish and Sterlington 
communities, and I encourage them to 
keep playing for Tyrell. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
time and time again, I have come to 
this floor to urge my colleagues to 
stand with me against the rampant 
plague of gun violence spreading across 
our Nation, and I stand here again 
heartbroken. 

I recently had the difficult and tragic 
duty of speaking at Tamara Sword’s fu-
neral. Tamara was the mother of five 
and the daughter of Chicago gun vio-
lence prevention advocate Andrew 
Holmes, a personal hero of mine. 

Andrew is a man who has dedicated 
his life to preventing gun violence and 
supporting families of gun violence vic-
tims. For decades, he has traveled to 
hundreds of crime scenes to console 
those who lost friends and family mem-
bers. In a cruel twist of fate, he was the 
one who needed consoling when Ta-
mara was caught in the crossfire while 
at a gas station. 

I wish Tamara’s story was an excep-
tion, but we know it is not. It is a trag-
ic reminder that only in America does 
an everyday trip to the gas station, the 
movie theater, or church end in gun vi-
olence or maybe you are a reporter and 
a photographer just doing your job or a 
sheriff filling your car with gas. 

All across America, gun violence is 
surging. More than 30 cities are reeling 
from a summer of senseless shootings, 
with death tolls reaching historic lev-
els. In Chicago last week, we marked 
the highest number of gun homicides in 
a single day in more than a decade. 

After each mass shooting, Congress 
launches into its ritual that is used as 
an end run around real reform. We give 
our speeches; we hold our moments of 
silence, and then we wait for the na-
tional buzz to fade. 

My colleagues seem to forget that 
our actions may fade, but the violence 
remains. Violence—gun violence—is a 
major public health problem in the 
United States. Every moment that we 
don’t act, we risk losing even more 
lives to senseless gun violence, which 
might be homicides, suicides, or acci-
dents. 

Last week, I hosted a dinner for a 
group of parents who lost their chil-
dren to senseless gun violence. They 
think we simply do not care. They 
wonder. There has been Newtown; 
there is Hadiya Pendleton; there is the 
church shooting, movie theaters, the 
mall, but still, we do nothing. 

Today, I rise again on behalf of vic-
tims of gun violence. I rise to say that 
we can no longer dismiss the mass 
shootings as isolated incidents and ig-
nore everyday shootings altogether be-
cause the fact is, when our Nation is 
averaging one mass shooting a day, 
they aren’t so isolated. When shootings 
are so commonplace that they are 
called everyday shootings, they cannot 
be ignored. 

b 1030 

Over the Labor Day weekend, 9 peo-
ple were killed and 34 were wounded by 
gun violence in Chicago. It is time that 
we own up to the gun violence problem 
that is gripping our Nation and robbing 
us of a generation of young people one 
shooting at a time. 

This year, for the first time in his-
tory, gun deaths are on pace to be the 
leading cause of death of Americans 
aged 15 through 24, and the suicide rate 
is climbing, also. The future of our Na-
tion is hanging in the balance here. 

It is time for Congress to act. There 
are a number of gun violence reform 
bills that truly make sense and that 
are truly bipartisan. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with 
the American people and to take ac-
tion, because the American people are 
on the side of gun violence reform that 
makes sense. 

The other thing you can do is to try 
attending a funeral of an innocent per-
son—of a mom of five kids, who cling 
onto her coffin, or of a young teen who 
lost his life to senseless gun violence. I 
wonder how you would feel then. 
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IRAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as 
we have heard so far during debate on 
the Iran Joint Plan of Action, there are 
dozens of shortcomings and concerns 
when it comes to this administration’s 
nuclear deal—the so-called P5+1. No 
doubt, we will hear dozens more before 
all is said and done. 

The more we study this agreement— 
Republican or Democrat—the clearer it 
is to see that it does not measure up to 
its ultimate goal: to prevent a nuclear 
Iran. 

The essential restrictions on Iran’s 
key bomb-making technology sunset in 
as soon as 10 years, leaving an inter-
nationally recognized, industrial-scale 
nuclear program with breakout times 
shrinking down to nearly zero—and 
that is if Iran doesn’t cheat—but we 
will have a tough time knowing be-
cause what was ‘‘anytime, anywhere’’ 
inspections of Iranian nuclear sites has 
now become ‘‘managed access,’’ leaving 
Iran as long as 24 days to scrub sites, 
enough time to nearly completely re-
move incriminating evidence of wrong-
doing or the option of self-reporting 
compliance in places like their mili-
tary base at Parchin. 

However, what this deal does accom-
plish is to precipitate a nuclear arms 
race in the Middle East—a reality we 
are already seeing as nations like 
Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia have 
already begun building up their nuclear 
infrastructure in response. 

Any of those details should be 
enough to reject this deal, but that 
would not even mention the most ob-
jectionable portion: that this good- 
faith agreement with the world’s larg-
est state sponsor of terror frees up hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in economic 
sanctions and frozen assets seemingly 
without any regard for what that 
money will be used for. 

Mr. Speaker, for the last 6 months, I 
have had the opportunity to chair the 
Task Force to Investigate Terrorism 
Financing, which is a bipartisan group 
that was established by both parties of 
the Financial Services Committee, to 
look into the increasing ability for ter-
ror groups to fund and finance their ac-
tions and to evaluate the United 
States’ response to these challenges. 

Specifically, the task force examined 
the impact of this nuclear agreement 
on Tehran’s state sponsorship of terror 
proxies across the region. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:37 Sep 11, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K10SE7.004 H10SEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5873 September 10, 2015 
What became abundantly clear was 

that the influx of hundreds of billions 
of dollars to Iran that have been au-
thorized in this deal will increase that 
nation’s ability to continue regional 
destabilization through the support of 
groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, Iraqi 
Shiite militias, the Houthis in Yemen, 
and Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime in Damascus. 

This deal goes about rolling back 
sanctions while expert witnesses have 
testified before our task force, even as 
recently as yesterday, advocating for 
increased sanctions. There is a real dis-
connect here between what the experts 
tell us and what the administration is 
doing. 

Iran’s budget already features a nine- 
figure line item to support terrorism, 
and there is no doubt that the activi-
ties it funds will expand Iran’s radical 
efforts—a fact even acknowledged by 
the administration following negotia-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, what we have today is a 
bad deal, one that clears the way for a 
nuclear Iran, that gravely endangers 
allies like Israel, and, with our bless-
ing, that makes an already volatile, 
unstable Middle East less safe by giv-
ing Tehran more power to fund its ter-
ror syndicates. 

What is so troubling to me is that a 
number of my colleagues, after 2 years 
of negotiations that have been predi-
cated on no deal being better than a 
bad deal, have begrudgingly accepted a 
self-admitted bad deal solely because it 
is better than no deal. 

A better deal would include, truly, 
‘‘anytime, anywhere’’ inspections of 
Iran’s entire nuclear program, a plan of 
action to oversee and manage any 
funds returning to Iran through sanc-
tions relief or a return to the inter-
national banking community, the re-
lease of American prisoners improperly 
held by the regime, and a payment of 
the $22 billion in compensation owed by 
Iran to families of September 11 vic-
tims, including Bucks County resi-
dents. The court judgments should be 
paid before Iran receives any funds 
under this agreement. 

I urge them to reconsider what the 
reality of this bad deal means for the 
safety of the world and the future of 
our Nation’s foreign policy. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this 
deal because it is one that will have 
decades-long consequences to our na-
tional security. 
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MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
DEPUTY DARREN GOFORTH, 
HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OF-
FICE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to Deputy 
Darren H. Goforth, 47 years old, who 
lost his life more than 10 days ago in 
Houston, Texas, in an execution-style 
killing, doing his job and serving his 
community. 

Deputy Goforth was a Harris County 
Sheriff’s Deputy and a man who loved 
his job. He loved his family, his daugh-
ter and his son, and he loved his beau-
tiful wife. Might I share with you her 
words, Kathleen Goforth’s: 

‘‘My husband was an incredibly intri-
cate blend of toughness and gentility,’’ 
she said in a statement following his 
tragic death. 

He was fueling his vehicle at about 
8:30 on a Friday night, and someone 
came behind him—the individual now 
in custody—and, in execution style, 
killed him. 

‘‘There are no words for this,’’ his 
wife said. ‘‘He was always loyal—fierce-
ly so. He was ethical. The right thing 
to do is what guided his internal com-
pass.’’ 

Of course, she wanted us to know, ‘‘If 
people want to know what kind of man 
he was, this is it. He was who you 
wanted for a friend, a colleague, and a 
neighbor,’’ Goforth said in a statement. 

She went on to say, ‘‘However, I am 
who was blessed so richly that I had 
the privilege of calling him my hus-
band and my best friend.’’ 

To Kathleen and her family, Deputy 
Goforth was the best friends of all of 
us. He was the best friend of the com-
munity. He was the best friend of chil-
dren whom he stopped and talked to or 
of young people whom he sought to in-
spire. 

He was the best friend of his friends 
and neighbors, as was evidenced by the 
11,000 people who attended his funeral. 
He was the best friend of law enforce-
ment officers. He was the best friend of 
the integrity of what law enforcement 
and first responders are all about. 

He was a young man, as we came to 
know during the eulogy and the var-
ious statements of friends and officers, 
who desired to be just a helper to any-
one. 

We were told that, even as he 
worked, his father had a business and, 
when he had his time off, he would go 
to that business and help his father. 

We have come to understand that it 
was his mode of law enforcement to, 
again, protect and serve but to reach 
out even to talk to those who weren’t 
even looking his way. It was our under-
standing that he was gentle and kind 
and had a great sense of humor and, 
yes, looked like he did a little baby-sit-
ting as well. 

So I rise today to speak to this Na-
tion about this officer and to claim the 
time for ending senseless violence and 
to recognize that his life—Deputy 
Goforth’s life—is a testament to the 
goodness of the American people and 
our citizens in Houston and Harris 
County. Certainly, all of our State and 
local and congressional officials were 
there to acknowledge our deepest sense 
of loss. 

I want to thank the people of Harris 
County, when we see officers, for dis-
tributing 30,000 wristbands to pray for 
police. I went out to the gas pump 
where he was so heinously and trag-
ically shot, and all of the flowers and 

notes and people raising money 
touched all of our hearts. Everyone 
stopped to pray and talk and hug. 

I remember someone saying, ‘‘I am a 
conservative male, but I am so glad to 
see you here.’’ 

And I said, ‘‘My brother, I am glad to 
see you here. Can I hug you?’’ And we 
hugged because tragedy brings us to-
gether, but purpose should have us 
going forward. There should be a pur-
pose as we lost this wonderful father 
and husband and law enforcement offi-
cer. 

As the ranking member on the 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, 
and Investigations Subcommittee, that 
is the very purpose that I am so excited 
about: this opportunity to talk about 
walking together, finding ways for so-
lutions, and making sure that the life 
of a gentle, strong law enforcement 
person continues to have a presence in 
our lives through the way we handle 
our legislation and our coming to-
gether. 

Foremost among these dangers, of 
course, are those who come upon offi-
cers in the line of duty. Just a week 
ago, an officer in Illinois faced an enor-
mous tragedy and lost his life, but we 
realize that they understand that as 
they go to serve their communities. 

We must all work together—law en-
forcement, community residents, pub-
lic officials, the Nation—to make our 
communities places where we trust one 
another and cooperate to achieve our 
mutual goal of safety and security for 
all persons. It reminds us how much 
work we have to do and how much we 
are interwoven with our first respond-
ers and our law enforcement. 

Mr. Speaker, just a few days ago, I 
was at the 9/11 commemoration, the 
memorial, and it reminded me of the 
strength of Deputy Goforth. So I would 
simply say we honor them. 

At this time, I will ask for a moment 
of silence in honor of Deputy Goforth. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sorrow but an 
abiding admiration that I rise today to acknowl-
edge the life and service of Deputy Darren 
Goforth of Houston, Texas. 

Deputy Darren Goforth, a ten year veteran 
of the Harris County Sheriff’s office, died on 
Friday, August 28, 2015, while refueling his 
patrol car. 

He was shot fifteen times by a man who, by 
all accounts, never knew Darren Goforth and 
the light he brought into this world. 

In a senseless act of violence, the love and 
care Darren Goforth gave to his wife, Kathleen 
and two young children, and the community 
he served, ended entirely too soon. 

According to Kathleen Goforth her husband 
was an ‘‘intricate blend of toughness and gen-
tility,’’ a man who was fiercely loyal and al-
ways strived to do the right thing; a person 
‘‘who you wanted for a friend, a colleague, 
and a neighbor.’’ 

May I add, Mr. Speaker, Darren Goforth 
was what we want in an American. 

Mr. Speaker, Darren Goforth’s life is a testa-
ment to the goodness in the American people, 
but his death is a reminder of many difficult 
and painful truths. 
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